Nationally Designated Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings
Sasayama City Preservation District for Groups of Historic Sasayama Buildings
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Hislory of Sasayama's castle town

Sasayama has historically been an important [ink between Kyolo, the San'in (Japan Sea coast of western Japan) and the San'yo (Seto Inla
Sea coast of western Japan) areas. During the Edo period, the military government saw it as a site of strategic importance in isolating the
Toyotomi clan of Osaka Castle from the great barons of western Japan, and Sasayama Castle was construcled there by decree of Tokugawa
|eyasui in 1609, Starting in the following year of 1610, a castie town was planned, which prospered throughout the Edo period as the central foc
point of the Sasayama fief of Tanba Province, with an official income of 50,000 koku (60,000 koku from 1827).

Outline of the Preservation District

The scope of the castle lown Preservation District covers the Nationally Designated Historical Site of Sasayama Castle and its surrounding
former samurai quarter and former merchant quarter, extending 1,500m east to west and 600m north to south, totaling 40.2ha in area,

The Preservation District is focused on the site of Sasayama Castle with its surrounding samurai and merchant quarters, These are
well-preserved examples illustrating the basic composition of Edo period castle towns. The buke-yashiki, or mansions of the samurai class,
machiya (merchant houses), and temple buildings built from the 18th to 19th centuries are typical examples of the overall features of castle tow

The Preservation District town retains the historical appearance of the Sasayama castle town to the present day, and is of great national
importance. On 10 December 2004 it was nationally designated as a Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings.

The former merchant quarter

The former merchant quarter is in Ogawa-machi and Kawara-machi in the southeast of the castle town stretching 700m along the east-wes
thoroughfare. These machiya (merchant houses) and dozo (earthen-walled storehouses) built from the late Edo period through to the period
preceding WWI|| accurately preserve the historical appearance of the castie town,

The former samurai quarter
Surrounding the site of Sasayama Castle is the former samurai quarter consisting of Nishi-shinmachi, Minami-shinmachi, and
Higashi-shinmachi. Along Okachimachi streel (Nishi-shinmachi) are dobei (earthen walls) and munamon (gabled-roof gates), the main thatche:
houses being set back from the road by three or four meters, These samurai houses, too, preserve their original appearance,
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